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We are here today to commemorate the victims of the Beijing massacre and to 
condemn the perpetrators of the massacre. On June 3, 1989, more than 180,000 troops 
from the People’s Liberation Army invaded China’s capital city; some of them fired 
their weapons at civilians or drove their tanks and armoured personnel carriers 
directly at crowds, killing hundreds or even thousands of people.  I’m going to name 
just a few of the people who the army shot and killed on June 3 and June 4. The only 
thing these people were doing was trying to commute to or from work: Liú Jùnhé sold 
watermelons at Qianmen, Dài Wěi was a cook at a Peking duck restaurant, Zhang 
Rǔníng was a thirty-two-year-old woman who worked at China Radio International, 
Wáng Hóngqǐ worked at a research institute,  Chén Zǐqí and Wáng Qìngzēng was a 
driver, Lǐ Chūn was a cook, and Wáng Jùnjīng was a factory technician.  When we 
look closely at who died and what they were doing when they died, it becomes clear 
that the Beijing massacre was not necessary, and it was not inevitable. There were 
many other possible outcomes, and there were many other possible solutions that 
could have avoided bloodshed. 
I’m here to commemorate the more than two hundred victims whose names we 
know, thanks to the efforts of the Tiananmen Mothers, as well as the hundreds of 
other victims whose names we do not know because research about the massacre is 
prohibited in China and because the Chinese government treats victims and survivors 
as criminals and security threats.  It doesn’t have to be that way, and hopefully it 
won’t always be that way.  Thank you. 
